Pr. Richard L. Masliond

Nationa! institute of Meurologlcal
Bissases and B! indness

Nations! imstitutes of Health

Behtasds 1k, Maryland

Daar Dr. Masland:
further to your letter of May Ihth.

| am sorry not to have responded more expeditiously but It seemed to
me thet 8 program such as you had In mind would require the active cooperation
of several departments. Pediatrics is now well orgenized here and | have
had an opportunity to discuss the question with Dr. Kretchmer as well as
with soms of our other colleagues. Ve should also went a close tie with
the Professor of Psychlatry and | can at least say thet the curreat
nominee for this position appears to share a keen Interest in genetic
aspects of etiology. NMesmwhile, Nr. Shriver has writtea to President
Sterling here concerning the Interests of the Joseph P. Keanedy, Jr.
foumdation In research on mental retardation. This must surely be
the basis of your own letter of May Isth. | sm writting to te!l you
that we are respondiag to Nr. Shriver's Inquiry and that Or. Kornberg,
Dr. Kretchmer, and myse!f will be delighted to have an opportunity to
discuss possible programs with you. As betwesn Pedlatrics and Semetics,
in particular, there Is an Important gep In our resesrch and tralning
staff and glven & sufficliently fundsmental! approsch to the probiems In
which the foundetion Is Interested, | am hopeful that thelr support
might be Instrumental [n adding sn Indispensable element to what should
ba an exciting collaboretive program st the new Nedical Center hers.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederbe
CC: M""‘j Lxecutive Hesd ~
/WMW Department of Genetlics



